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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450, on: 



Date: February 24. 2004 



By: 





IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



plication of: Tyler Bielman 

LicationNo.: 10/689,971 

Fii^ed: October 20, 2003 

FOR: METHOD AND ARTICLE OF 

MANUFACTURE FOR COLLECTIBLE 
GAME 



Art Unit: 3722 
Conf. No: 4435 



Information Disclosure Statement Within Three Months of 
Application Filing or Before First Action - 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



PATENT 



Sir: 



1. Timing of Submission 

This information disclosure is being filed within three months of the filing date of 
this application or date of entry into the national stage of an international application or 
before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, whichever occurs last [37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(b)]. The references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 (modified) 
may be material to the examination of this application; the Examiner is requested to 
make them of record in the application. The date of availability of references and the 
games described therein is not known for those references listed without dates, but the 
dates of availability are believed to be more than one year before the filing date of the 
present application. 

2. Cited Information 



S Copies of the following references are enclosed: 

□ All cited references 

S References not marked by asterisks 

□ The following: 
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□ Copies of the following references can be found in parent U.S. Application 
No. : 

□ All cited references 

□ References marked by asterisks 

□ The following: 

£3 This application was filed after 30 June 2003 and no copies of U.S. 
patents nor published applications are enclosed (See Notice of Deputy 
Commissioner Kunin on 1 1 July 2003). 

□ The following references are not in English. For each such reference, the 
undersigned has enclosed (i) a translation of the reference; (ii) a copy of a 
communication from a foreign patent office or International Searching 
Authority citing the reference, (iii) a copy of a reference which appears to 
be an English-language counterpart, or (iv) an English-language abstract 
for the reference prepared by a third party. Applicant has not verified that 
the translation, English-language counterpart or third-party abstract is an 
accurate representation of the teachings of the non-English reference, 
though, and reserves the right to demonstrate otherwise. 

□ All cited references 

□ References marked by ampersands 

□ The following: 

3. Effect of Information Disclosure Statement (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h)) 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be construed as a representation 
that: (i)a search has been made; (ii) additional information material to the 
examination of this application does not exist; (iii) the information, protocols, 
results and the like reported by third parties are accurate or enabling; or (iv) the 
cited information is, or is considered to be, material to patentability. In addition, 
applicant does not admit that any enclosed item of information constitutes prior 
art to the subject invention and specifically reserves the right to demonstrate that 
any such reference is not prior art. 

4. Fee Payment 

No fees are believed due because this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed before the mailing date of the first Office Action. 

□ Applicant further submits that no fee is due in light of the following 
certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (check only one): 

□ In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1), the undersigned hereby 
states that each item of information submitted herewith was cited in 
a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of 
this statement; or 
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□ In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2), the undersigned hereby 
states that no item of information submitted herewith was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, or, to the knowledge of the person signing the 
certification after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c), more than three 
months prior to the filing of this statement. 

However, should the Commissioner determine that fees are due in order for this 
Information Disclosure Statement to be considered, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account No. 50-0665. 

5. Patent Term Adjustment (37 C.F.R. § 1 .704(d)) 

□ The undersigned states that each item of information submitted herewith 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
application and that this communication was not received by any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to 
the filing of this statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1 .704(d). 



Correspondence Address: 

Customer No. 25096 
Perkins Coie LLP 
P.O. Box 1247 

Seattle, Washington 98111-1247 
(206) 359-8000 




Christopher J. Daley-Watson 
Registration No. 34,807 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

, Form PTO-1449 (Modified) 

1 (\ Ico Qo\/<=>ral ch^^tQ if nppp^^arv^ 


COMPLETE IF KNOWN 


Application Number 


10/689,971 


Confirmation Number 


4435 


Filing Date 


October 20, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Tyler Bielman 


Group Art Unit 


3722 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sha^ 


1 of 2 


Attorney Docket No. 


236528002US2 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 


U.S. Patent or Application 

Kind Code 
NUMBER (if known) 


Name of Patentee or Inventor 
of Cited Document 


Date of 
Publication or 
Filing Date 
of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 




* 


US2003/0071414 


A1 


Weisman 


4/17/03 















































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 


Foreign Patent or Application 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of 
Publication or 
Filing Date 
of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T 


Kind Code 

Office NUMBER (if known) 

























































OTHER PRIOR ART-NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 



Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume issue number(s), publisher, city 
and/or country where published. 



Verssen, D., "Z Cardz the Game™ Rule Book" (28 pages) and playing pieces (4 cards), 2001, 2002 
[COPY IN COLOR] 



"Pops Punch & Build Punch Out Play System™," Taiwan, 1 sheet including copy of card AE05 [COPY 
IN COLOR ] 



Z cardz, 3 sheets, http://www.toysnjoys.com/megazcards.html, accessed 06/24/2003, 3 pages 



Recursive Media, LLC, "Shop by Brand -zCardz," 2002, 

http://www.youngbuilder.com/brand/index.cfm?categoryjd=16&category_name=zCardz&s ) accessed 
06/24/2003, 1 page 



WizKids LLC, "Shadowrun Duels Expanded Rules," 2002, 2003, 

http://www.wizkidsgames.com/sadowrun/sr_article.asp?cid=37678, accessed 07/17/2003, 7 pages 



Wizkids LLC, "Shadowrun™ Duels," 2002, 

http://www.wizkidsgmes.com/shadowrun/sr_article.asp?cid=37678, accessed 07/17/2003, 2 pages. 



"Beyblade VForce™ Official Strategy Guide," 5 pages 



WizKids LLC, "Mage Knight Complete Rules of Play," 2003, 15 pages [COPY IN COLOR ] 



EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not criteria is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to application(s). 
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COMPLETE IF KNOWN ! 


iKiprtPMATioN ni^Pi n^URP 
llNrurxiviMi iKJvi uioL»Luour\c 

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT/ 




Application Number 


10/689,971 


Confirmation Number 


4435 


V 


igiling Date 


October 20, 2003 


horm r 1 U-144y (MOulTieu) / 


ppr 7 6 2D04 


^■hst Named Inventor 


Tyler Bielman 


\use several sneeis ir nectjbbdrvj 


Hroup Art Unit 


3722 






examiner Name 


Unknown 


Sheet 2 | of ]\ 


^ 2 ^ 


Attorney Docket No. 


236528002US2 



OTHER PRIOR ART-NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume issue number(s), publisher, city 

and/or country where published. 


T 






ToyWiz.com, "Stikfas Omega Male Armoured Knight with Stallion Build Your Own Action Figure Kit," 
http://www.toywiz.com/stikalmalwit.html and 

http://store4.yimg.eom/l/dragonballzcentraL1775_614330922 and 614364964, accessed 01/28/2004, 








i ne i rianyie, ouoMds waib tiiueridiii, _uu*+, 

http://entertainment.thetriangle.org/2002/09/19/stickfas.html, accessed 01/28/2004, 2 pages 








ICv2 News, "Z-G Game Combines Action Figures with CCG Anime-based Action Game," 5/10/2001, 
http://www.icv2.com/articles/news/381.html, accessed 01/28/2004, 2 pages 








Hasbro, "Xevoz™ Battle Terrain™ Game Rules," 2003, Pawtucket, Rl, 10 pages [COPY IN COLOR ] 








Hasbro, "Xevoz™ Data File," 2003, Pawtucket, Rl, 2 pages [COPY IN COLOR ] 








Automoton, Inc., "Let's Play Z-G™ Basic Rules," 2001, 1 oversized page [COPY IN COLOR ] 





























EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not criteria is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to application(s). 
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